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vice of monks and ecclesiastics. The daughters of free
peasants formed themselves into religious sisterhoods
under the direction of some respected priest, and the
inhabitants of whole villages embraced at once the reli-
gious life, and vied with each other in their austerities.4
Still the Crusades absorbed the public mind, and
diverted it for a time from the internal feuds of the
Empire. Germany, where not drawn away by the tor-
rent of fanaticism, was suddenly called upon to defend
itself against the lawless votaries of the cross. The cru-
sading cause was by no means commended to respect or
to emulation by the general sufferings witnessed or en-
dured in many parts of the land from the Crusaders.
The hordes of the first loose and ungoverned soldiers of
the cross passed through Germany restrained by no
discipline, and considering their holy cause not merely
an expiation for their former sins, but a licence for sin-
ning more freely, from the assurance of full pardon in
the Holy Land. The first swarm under Walter Perejo
and his nephew Walter the Pennyless, with eight
knights to command 15,000 men, had straggled through
the whole of Germany from Cologne, where they parted
from Peter the Hermit, to the frontiers of Hungary.
Then followed Peter the Hermit, whose eloquence was
not without effect on the lower orders. His host gathered
as it advanced through Bavaria, Swabia, Austria, till
from 15,000 it had swollen to 40,000 followers, without
the least attempt at array or organisation. Two other
armies brought .up the rear, one from Lorraine and the
Lower Khine, led by the ferocious Emico, Count of
Leiningen, the other under the priests Folkmar and
Gotschalk, a man whose fanaticism was suspected to be
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